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SUBJECT: ATTEMPT BY US CONGRESS TO SUBPOENA BANK RECORDS 
OF KOREAN UN MISSION 

REF: A) STATE 132298; B) STATE 132653 

1 . AMBASSADOR LEONARD AND MISOFF CONVEYED VIEWS CONTAINED 
REFTELS TO AMB. MOON AND COUNSELLOR PARK OF KOREAN MISSION. 

2. THEY RECORDED THEIR STRONG DISAGREEMENT WITH DEPARTMENT'S 
CONCLUSION IN PRIOR INSTANCE AND THIS ONE THAT THEIR INVIOLABILITY 
DID NOT EXTEND TO BANK RECORDS. THEY ARGUED THAT BANK ACCOUNTS 
WERE ESSENTIAL TO FUNCTIONING OF DIPLOMATIC MISSION AND THAT 

US CASES CONCERNING UNRELATED CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS COULD 
NOT EFFECT INVIOLABILITY OF ACCOUNTS UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. 

WE EXPLAINED DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE ACCOUNT AS SUCH AND THE 
BANK'S RECORDS BUT THEY WERE UNCONVINCED. 

3. AMB. MOON ALSO COMPLAINED THAT IMPRESSION HAD BEEN CONVEYED 
BY AMB. SNEIDER IN SEOUL THAT KOREAN OBSERVER MISSION IN NY HAD 
"NO OFFICIAL STATUS." HEASKED WHETHER AMB. LEONARD REGARDED 
MISSION AS OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES OF ROK. AMB. LEONARD 
ASSURED HIM WE DID AND SAID DEPARTMENT RECOGNIZED THEIR 
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STATUS AND THEIR ENTITLEMENTS PURSUANT TO INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS IMMUNITIES ACT. AMB. MOON SOMEWHAT MOLLIFIED ON 
THIS ASPECT. 

4. AMB. MOON SAID FACT THEY AGREED TO NEOGITATED SETTLEMENT 
WITH JUSTICE SOME TIME AGO DID NOT MEAN THEY AGREED BANK 
RECORDS WERE NOT INVIOLABLE. HE SAID THEY HAD AGREED FOR 
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POLITICAL REASONS AND WANTED US RECOGNIZE THEY HAD NOT WAIVED 
THEIR RIGHT TO ASSERT IMMUNITY OR ALTERED THEIR VIEWS THAT THEY 
WERE LEGALLY ENTITLED TO IMMUNITY. HE SAID THEY HAD FORMALLY 
REQUESTED BANK TO TREAT THEIR RECORDS AS CONFIDENTIAL. 

5. AMB MOON SIAD HE COULD NOT ESCAPE BELIEF THAT DEPARTMENT 
HAD NOT TRIED TO REACH A MORE HELPFUL LEGAL CONCLUSION BECAUSE 
OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE CASES, I.E., AS HE PUT IT, 

"THE UNFORTUNATE SCANDAL". HE EXPRESSED VIEW AMERICAN 

EMBASSIES ABROAD WOOULD PROTEST STRONGLY ANY ATTEMPT TO SUBPOENA 

THEIR RECORDS AND THAT OTHER MISSIONS TO UN WOULD BE 

DISTRESSED IF THEY THOUGHT THEIR BANK RECORDS COULD BE SUBPEONAED. 

AMB. LEONARD SAID DEPARTMENT ALWAYS SOUGHT TO HELP OUR FRIENDS 

BUT WHEN THE LEGAL BASIS DID NOT EXIST THERE MIGHT BE LITTLE 

DEPARTMENT COULD DO. 

6. AMB. MOON STATED THAT ALTHOUGH ROK HAD AGREED TO NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT IN PREVIOUS CASE FOR POLITICAL REASONS, HE SIMPLY 

DID NOT KNOW WHAT DECISION WOULD BE THIS TIME. HE SAID HE 
WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS. 

7. AMB. MOON URGED THAT DEPARTMENT RECONSIDER ITS LEGAL 
POSITION AND IN ANY EVENT EXPLORE ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF 
PERSUADING CONGRESS TO DROP THE REQUEST. WE AGREED TO 
FORWARD HIS REQUEST TO DEPARTMENT BUT NOTED SEPARATION OF 
POWERS UNDER US CONSTITUTION BETWEEN EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE 
AND SUGGESTED ON PERSONAL BASIS HE MIGHT CONSIDER EXTENT TO WHICH 
EFFORTS BY EXECUTIVE NOT GROUNDED ON FIRM LEGAL BASE COULD 
GENERATE RESENTMENT AND ADVERSE PUBLICITY, NET EFFORT OF 
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WHICH COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE FROM BOTH OUR POINTS OF VIEW. 

YOUNG 
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